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Petition of Senegalese forces in The Gambia 
 

We the citizens of The Gambia are grateful for the intervention that ECOWAS has 

played in ushering democratic change of government in 2016, which ultimately 

ended 22 years of dictatorship in our beloved country. It was indeed a pivotal 

moment when Nigeria deployed reconnaissance aircraft over The Gambia as part 

of the mission warning that it was ready to strike militarily. This was necessary 

because Gambia was clouded with uncertainty for weeks. 

 

Even though ECOWAS (Economic Committee of West African States) had not 

participated in the 2016 elections, physically or financially due to the lack of 

confidence in the politics of the former dictator, Gambians were relentless and 

passionate to vote Yahya Jammeh out.  

 

ECOWAS mandated Senegal to take the lead due to geopolitical ties with The 

Gambia. Their strategy was approved by the UN Security Council which 

unanimously approved a resolution expressing full support for President Barrow 

and calling on Yahya Jammeh to step down. 

  

However, with such a positive achievement, we are deeply troubled by the 

behavior of our sister troops of the Republic of Senegal for the following reasons: 

 

 1. In January of 2019, Senegalese personnel in uniform from the ECOMIG team, 

accompanied Adama Barrow’s mother to a community in the Basse region. During 

the visit, the officer in question was seen on live video footage which emerged 
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later, appealing to the community to be supportive of Adama Barrow and family. 

He was saying that Barrow is a good president for The Gambia, and Barrow is the 

one who salvaged Gambians from the brutal dictatorship of Jammeh. This is 

against our political principles because our Gambian soldiers are not allowed to 

campaign for any political party or an individual. On this basis, why should a 

security personnel from Senegal interfere with our country’s internal affairs? Thus, 

we strongly oppose this despicable act, which to our disappointment is yet to get 

any form of condemnation from the Barrow administration up till now.  

  

2. On February 18th, 2020 the Senegalese military troop refused to pay toll charge 

fees at ‘Trans- Gambia crossing’ which resulted into a bitter push and pull between 

the security personnel of the two states. The bridge was closed for few hours 

because the Gambia security forces would not allow them to cross without paying 

the toll charges.  As a result, the Inspector General of police of The Gambia, 

Mamour Jobe personally paid on behalf of Senegalese troops for them to cross.  

  

3. In March of 2020, Senegalese troops crossed the border into Gambia in URR in 

a Village call Garawol Kuta. They shot and arrested a man, remanded him at 

Senegalese prison in Kolda, Casamance region. He was arrested because his 

brother was a suspect. When his brother was nowhere to be found, he was jailed 

almost a month in prison before he appeared in a court of law. He was later 

discharged by the law court without any form of compensation. The Senegal 

government has violated the law and did not handle it in a right way.  

 

We are aware that The Gambia and Senegal have signed a ‘hot-pursued 

agreement’ in 2017 that allows the military of either country to enter and follow 

suspected people. However, this man was never in that category. He was innocent 

and taken from his family who were dependent on the man for daily survival. He 

reportedly suffered bodily harm without being compensated by either government. 

Thus, his rights were violated by Senegalese troops in no uncertain terms.  

  

4. In April of 2020 almost 30 trucks loaded with COVID-19 food aid to 

Casamance from Dakar refused to pay the toll charges again. The Gambian 

security forces would not allow them to cross without paying, resulting in another 

standoff, which led to the closure of the bridge for three hours. Some community 

elders from the area appealed to them. After a lengthy discussion, the Senegalese 

truckers paid the toll charges before they crossed the toll. 

  

5. On May 21st of 2020, an estimated twenty-armed Senegalese troops who 

claimed that they have lost their way into Southern Gambian, entered the border 
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community of Sarre Omar in the Lower River Region. This village is a timber 

landing site in the Lower River Region, and hence an area of interest of the 

Government of Senegal. These were fully armed personnel in three vehicles and an 

armored personnel carrier (APC). The village youths and some members of the 

community confronted them and asked them to leave. These unacceptable 

interference by Senegalese army into our country could have escalated a civil 

unrest between the two nations. The Senegalese soldiers claimed to have lost their 

way into the Gambia. However, this was vehemently rejected by the local 

community on the basis that, during the past 22 years of Jammeh’s reign, they have 

never lost the way into The Gambia.      

  

We as a pressure group, would like ECOMIG to withdraw and preserve our 

country’s full sovereignty. With the corruption and level of selective justice in The 

Gambia, we feel like Adama Barrow is delaying the removal of the Senegalese 

troops due to his personal interest.  He does not trust the Gambian security forces 

and the evidence of that is lack of harmonious working relationship between our 

security and him in State House. His mentor Macky Sall, President of Senegal, has 

guaranteed his protection in State House and inadvertently continue to manipulate 

him for the interest of Senegal.   

 

Senegal has now gained the freedom of interfering in our politics and controlling 

key components of our economy including telecoms sector since the departure of 

Yahya Jammeh. Senegalese have openly participated in Adama Barrow’s political 

party, expressing their love for him, and the intention of registering their votes for 

him. No Gambian dear do this type of act in Senegal and should they? 

  

We are deeply concerned with the growing trend that, Senegalese security forces 

have more access in the State House of The Gambia, than Gambia’s own security 

personnel.  We fear to be controlled and dominated by Senegal in the long for run. 

The Gambia will then lose its sovereignty.  

  

We are worried that the continued presence of the Senegalese security forces will 

cause more trouble, as Gambians continue to be provoked by their presence and 

the government of Adama Barrow is not doing anything to give assurance to our 

citizens that our sovereignty will never be compromised.  

 

We the citizens of Gambia would like the process of ECOMIG withdrawal as soon 

as possible to avoid clashes between the two countries.  Gambia and Senegal have 

been families ever since and have similarities in culture and dialects. We therefore 
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do not want Adama Barrow to use the ECOMIG, supported by his friends in 

ECOWAS for his political and personal ambitions. 

 

It is our view that this is not fair to the citizens of this country who suffered 22 

years of dictatorship and are seemingly suffering brunt of it as we tend to go down 

that slippery slope with the Barrow administration.  

 

 

 

 

Operation3yearsjotna as a pressure group, condemns Adama Barrow’s 

government for the following main reasons: 

  

 

➢ The failed Electoral reform, Institutional reform, Security reform, 

Health Sector reform and New Constitution 

 

➢ Adama Barrow formed NPP political party after he made a commitment 

under Coalition Agreement not to contest in 2021.  

 

➢ Poor state of our hospitals in terms of lack of basic medication and 

equipment. 

 

➢ Poor state of our schools particularly in rural areas where students sit on bare 

floor during lessons.  

 

➢ When Ministry of Finance continue to take loans, which has made our 

combined national debt increase to the tune of D73 billion. More worrying 

for us are reports which emerged that sometimes, they do sign some of the 

loans on our behalf, without members of parliament (NAM) ratifying it or 

aware of details.  

 

➢ When the revenues of the local government authorities continue to be 

managed by Central Government instead of the councils. 

 

➢ The lack of job opportunities for the youths to be the order of the day, 

despite millions of Euros given by European Union through Youth 

Empowerment Project (YEP) under purview of Ministry of Trade, Regional 

Integration and Employment.  
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➢ The continuous mismanagement of funds and abuse of government revenues 

and politicizing of the annual ‘meet the people’s tour’ by President Barrow 

and his cronies.  

 

➢ The lack of support and attention to struggling farmers has negatively 

impacted on our agricultural sector and consequently dwindled our ardent 

desire to attain food self-sufficiency. Thus, we continue to be an import 

dependent nation where bulk of basic foods items are imported widening our 

trade deficit to the detriment of our economy.  

 

➢ The slow and forgotten cases of the drug container seized at the port, the 

firearms container imported by Adama Barrow’s friend, Alhagie Jawara, the 

Faraba case of innocent citizens killed by the security personnel, the TRRC 

cases, the non-disclosure of the Janneh commission proceeds recovered by 

the Adama Barrow’s government etc.   

.  

We are looking forward to your responds at, info@operation3yearsjotna.com. 

We thank you for your time! 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Dodou Kassa Jatta 

Chairman,  

Operation3yearsjotna. 


